Cardiac surgery in patients with human immunodeficiency virus infection: indications and results.
Ten patients with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infections underwent cardiac surgery using cardiopulmonary bypass. All were in Centers for Disease Control (CDC) group II. The cardiac involvement was either urgent or severely symptomatic in all cases. One patient died due to acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) unrelated cause. No complications were encountered in this series. Eight of the nine survivors were available for follow-up. Three of these eight patients progressed to AIDS (CDC group IV) and subsequently died. Five patients are alive and in CDC group II. Prognosis of the HIV infection and the natural history of the cardiac disease are the two main elements to be considered whenever cardiac surgery is required.